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What is the explanation for
strange droning sounds made
by many UFKEOQs,

when seen at cleser range?

specialiy

IN OUR LAST article
(Faniastic Universe, Septem-
ber), we presented a specu-
lative case for the proposition
that some UFOs may be a
kind of animal life. How-
ever, many UIOs give the
impression of being mechan-
ical constructions, rather
than living beings. "We now
propose to exhibit some ex-
amples of noisy UFOs, and

these mostly seem to fall into

the “mechanical” class.

Many writers on the subject
have poznfed out that a not-
able peculiarity of UKD phe-
nomena is the silence ot the
passage through the
is pnossible to over-
st;:e this: 1n 1 many cases, as

nen the obilect 1s at a great
diﬂﬁa"lue OT is Seen fmm th“

chserver C{)iﬂd hardiy hﬂar
any sounds even 1f they ex-
istecd, Also, there is nothing
eﬁtracrdiraf} about a UFOs
silence i1f it is not trﬂ"ﬂlmg
at a wvery high speed. But
there are many cases in which
this silence really is exirgor-
dinary. Unlike a bullet, a me-
teorite, or anything eiss that
we know of, a flymg sSaucer
can dart at supersonic velocity

The Research Seection of Civilian hmwefr Intelligence now ) discusses acous-
tie, phenomena, “sounds in the 8ky”, in theiwr fifth column on UFO sight-

mgs and reports, written specially for this magazine. CSI
and has an extensive file of material on the subjeel.
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through our atmesphere “like
a ghost,” without preovoking
the scream of wviolently d:s-
placed air, as it “ought” to.
No one understands how this
apparent vioiation of physical
laws is brought about, though
there have been a number of
attempts to explain 1t; Lt
Plantier, for example, tries to
show that a “propulsion field”
would produce the observed
effect. (La Propulsion des
SoQuceunes Volantes, Editions
IMiame, Paris, 1955.) Even in
the rare cases where sounds
re heard to issue from an ob-
served object, they are seldom
acro-aynamic noise
rule, they might be described
as “engine’ sounds.

Of course this abnormal
soundlessness at high speed
could be accounted for if
what 1s seen is not really a
mater:al body at all, but only
a moving spot of light, like
that from a searchlight, which
would naturally not disturb
any air in its passage. Donald
Menzel wrote a very readable
book (#lying Saucers, Har-
vard, 1953) inspired by this
1idea, and his views still have
some currency among those
who don’t look into the matter
very thoroughly. For example,
we find Lester del Rey wind-
ing up his lively article “The
Saucer Myth” (Fantastic Uni-
verse, August) with the blithe
assertion that “most of the ob-
jects could be caused by re-
fraction in the air: Menzel
has demonstrated how this
might work.” O sancta sim-

plicitas! Let us examine the
Air Force’s findings on the
subject 1a its Project Blue
Book Special Report # 14.
In Table A-1, we find that
of the 3200 sightings report-
ed in the pericd 1847-1952,
the Project’s f::“*-"‘pcrt consul-
tants (hardly saucer cultists)
deemed only 1.8?’ to be rea-
sonably explicable as “light
phenomena.” Further  com-
ment on this naive conjec-
ture seems ynnecessary.

UFOs that make noises are
almost, though not quite, as
uncommen as those that can
be explained away by Men-
zel’s theories. Even so, there
are far more examples than
we have room to quote. Read-
ers of Charles Fort will recall
that this feature turns up in a
numbper of the nineteenth-cen-
tury cases he collected. We
will mention only the “head-
less monster” (or construc-
tion). There are numerous
attachments,” that made such
a noise that it woke up the
pastor of the Methodist
church of Crawfordsville, In-
diana, at 2 a.m. on Sept. 5,
1891 (p. 637, omnibus edi-
tion). There are numerous
others; among the several ex-
amples of cigar-shaped bodies
carrying lights which Fort
chronicles, the sound of a
motor 1s mentioned more
than once.

Among the more recent ref-
erences, we have an abundance
of data. Three months before
Kenneth Arnold’s historic
sighting, the following re-
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markahle observation had been
made by Mary Schwarzkopt
of Woodland Hills, Calitor-
nia, if we may believe her
letter printed in fate, Octo-
ber 1952. Here is her account,
somewitat condensed:

“About 4 in the aifternoon
in late March of 1947, I was
lookinng out over the San Fer-
nando Valley irom the win-
dow of my home. To the
nortnwest I saw something
like a squadron of planes,
stretched out in a ‘V’ forma-
tion. EFrom their fluitering
and undulating sort of flight,
I thought for a moment that
I was watching birds. How-
ever, these things were flash-
ing like Dbright aluminum.
Then they veered southward,
- toward my end of the valley.
I was surprized to seec that
they were not silvery after
all, but a dull glowing pale
gold. As they drew closer,
they seemed to be about as
long as the iuseiage of a
good-sized plane, and in pro-
file looked about the shape of
a fuselage without any wings
or tail, only somewhat thick-
eér at the center. There were
at least eleven of them. I'd say
they weren’t going more than
150 m.p.h., and were 2ZC0 to
3000 feet up. I noticed they
made a kind of hollow clat-
tering: elavp, 'clob, clap, clap.

“It appeared as though the
object at the center of the ‘V’
was towing the others, which
were strung out behind it, al-
though I could not ses that
they were tied in any way. I

couid not discern any open-
ings, landing gear, or exhaust,
If anyone rides in the things
I don’t know how they keep
from getting seasick because
the ones I saw swung from
side to side just like a top
does when it is about to stop
spinning,

“I watched them until they
disappeared behind the bigh
hill to my right.

“It was not until June 24th,
when ilcnneth Arnold’s story
came out, that T began to have
some 17.2a of what I'd watched
in blizeful ignorance.”

The wavering flight noted
here is highly charazteristic:
the sound described, however,
seems to be unicue. A more
“typical” example was de-
scribed three yzars later in a
letter to CSI President John
Du Barry, who was then the
Aviation Editor of Triue mag-
azine; the writer was Major
Herbert W. Taylor of the
Army Signal Corps Reserve,
who lived in Clarksburg, Cal-
1fornia. His letter is somewhat
condensed :

“On March 13, 1950, at 5:00
am., I was awakened by the
unusual sound of a motor.
Thinking our washer must
have turned on, I arose to in-
vestigaie, Findin g nothing
amiss in the laundry room, I
started toward the garage to
check our water pump. On
opening the back door, I saw
a tremendous light in the
back yard and was ceartain the
sound accompanied it.

“lI hurried to waken my
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wife, asking her to come
quickly ‘to see the flying sau-
cer everyone is talking about)’
Until this time, neither of us
had beiieved there were any
flying discs,-as had been re-
ported. She immediately fol-
lowed me, expecting to see
some little silver "thing’ float-
ing in the air. dhe also heard
the loud noise of droning
motors, but did not think the
scund was connected with the
phenomenon she was about to
see.

“What we saw, looking into
the sky from our back porch
doorway, was both amazing
and awe-inspiring. ‘As we
looked out, a tremendous or-
ange-cast object, as brilliant
as light can be, was coming at
a fast pace toward the earth.
The droning increased in vol-
ume as 1t came closer. The ob-
ject’s position was easterly,
slightly left of the waning
moon. After several seconds,
or perhaps a minute or two, it
seemed to hang suspended in
the air and hovered with a
slight swaying motion from
left to right. It continued to
hover for fifteen or twenty
minutes, during which the
sound remained constantly the
same.

“They sky was cloudless,
dark, and star-studded., The
object was periectly silhou-
etted against this background
and seemed to be esaucer-
shaped. Its edges were smooth
and its surface was unmarked.
It cast no rays of light or re-

flection—<it was just a solid,
brilliannt mass. There was no
accompanying vapor or mist.
We watched astounded, not
knowing what to expect. -
“At the end of fifteen or
twenty minutes, the obiect
ceased hovering and started
cack in . the direction from
which it had come. As it
receded, at the same speed as
its descent, the droning-motor
scund diminisiied as did the
size of the disc. '

“It was impossible to esti-
mate the size of the disc, as
we were unable to determine
1ts distance. At its nearest
point, the object looked about
one-half the size of the moon,
which c¢n that morning was
one-quarter full. We checked
the time when we could no
longer see any trace of the ob-

ject in the sky. It was exactly
5:30 am. (PST).”

Something like this was
seen and heard again over
Camp Drum (near Water-
town, N. ¥Y.) on the night of
September 25, 1952, according
to Kenneth Eanghart’'s news
broadcast the following eve-
1ing : many soldiers watched a
20-ioot disc with red “exhaust

- flame” that circled and hov-

ered over the base for half an
hour, maliing a whining noise
“like a dynamo.,”

But these are night-time
observations: more can be
seen by daylight. At 7 2. m. on
March 29th, 1950, two real-
estate  salesmen  fishing on
Marrowbone l.ake, near Nash-
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ville, Tennessee, were star-
tled by a group oif dark ob-
jects that whined overhezd.
According to the MNashville
Tennesseean of March 30, D.
C. Whiteside, 2212 IL.andell
Avenue, and Howard 1. Wil-
liams, 312 Fast Thompson
Lane, saw ‘betwezsn six and
12 dark objects about five
feet long” fly overhead and
pass behind a hill about 7 a.
m. The sky was overcast at
the time.

1= heard  them'  fwst”’
Whiteside said. “The noise
was like the wind blowing
through the trees. They were
about the size of a 308-pound
bomb, and had no motor, «rt
but they were traveling faster
than any airplane I ever saw.
They were fairly close togeth-
er, and they all turned to-
gether.”

“I was baiting mv hook,”
Williams declared. “Wkhen I
looked up, they were splitting
the air open risht above my

ead, They were 200 to 300
feet high 2and traveling at
least 500 miles an hour.
were blz f“‘:, and round, and
heavy. Whiteside saw the
same thing. It's strange, hut a
man knows what he zees.)’

n-ﬁ.
S 1.,.1/?

The fishermen said the
“saucers” appeared from the

southeast, tured into the west,
and di: appeared 1n a matter of
seconds behind the hills en-
closing the lake, all the while
losing altitude steadily. The
men left the lake at once and
reported their experience to
James W. Davis, lake super-

intendent. “They  were
scared,” he said, “One of them
told me it made his bair
stand on end.” |
Spokesmen at Sewart Air
Force Base said the objects
could not have baen 12t planes,
which never flv that low over
this part of the country, es-

pecially under an oveicast
sky. :

A unioue description of a
noisy UFO was gvu.n on

April 26, 1954 by Russell M.
Feairce, an . arcaitect 1or 193
Pleazant ©t.,, Newburyport,
Mass. At about 3:29 n.m. he
was standing outside the local
high school, taiking with {wo
friends. All suddeniy heard
“a very loud, deep roar, like
many heavy-duty truck motors
all revving up at the same
time.” ‘blr, Peiree ilog ‘ed up
and saw ‘“a flaming ring’, be-
tween whitish and flal_.._h, color,
n:nvmg aowmnf"rd and to the
right, high in the southeastern
sky. A small, bright disc of
the same color as tihe ring wa
insicde, 1%, touching 1its Hw

lett qua’h ant, *'I'h :
of the center of tue
peared dark.” He had thes im-
pression that ti |
several miles distant
im, ““Then the object seemed
to stop, waver, and ‘skid
around’ for a fﬂw seconds, ai-
ter which it went sharply-up-
ward and to the right, disap-
pearing irom sight very quick-
ly. It did not decrease much
in size, rather just faded out
of sieht. At the same time the
appearance changed to that of

a solid, slivery-colored disc.
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Thie size appeared slightly
smaller than a full moon.” The
sound was heard by many oth-
ers, including the high school
truant officer, who looked out
too late to see the ’E”T--u, it
lasted about five seconds, and
the object was in view ior
about twenty. Mr. Peirce has
excellent distance vision, and
is considered a reliable wit-
ness.  (Newburyport N ews,
April 30, and personal letter
from Mr. Pe irce.)

A widely-publicized UFO,
seen by tens of thousands, was
the “half-cigar” that flew over
Rome, Itaiy in the eariy eve-
ning Df September 18, 1954,
Michael Ch1mgo INS corres-
pondent in Rome, was one of
the eye—and &ﬁl"—“-Wls_ﬂE:SSES!

“What attracted my atten-
tion was the strange sound the
cbject emitted as it passed
overhead”, wrote Chinigo (I
Y. Journal- American, Sept
19.) “Previous reports of £ly-
ing saucers have described
them as emitfing no sound.
The sound from this object
was not like the whine of a
jet or the droning of an wdz-
nary plane. Rather i1t was like
approaching thunder, but with
a staccato effect: a series of
explocicns that grew louder as
the object got closer. This was
followed by dead silence as
the “thing” stopped, apparent-
ly at a height of about 5000-
60060 feet.

“After several minutes} 1t
suddenly shot upward, It went
straight up vertically into the
sky, leaving an exhaust trail

of milky white smoke. The air

was perfectly still, and the
smolie mmamed in a vertical
trail.

“To me its shape seemed
like &n inverted sawed-off
COEE, _

“The radar station at Ciam-
pio Airport (Rome) said that
the cbject registered on their
screens for a total of 39 min-
tites,”

The most recent example of
“UEODzenic” saunua, as this 1s
writien, comes to uc in a let-
ter trom UFO researcher jim
Mchshan of Knoxville, Tenn-
essce. Lhe witness a 35-year-
cld woman living some ten
miles from Knoxvﬂle, re-
quﬁbt'&d anonymity. She is fa-
miltar with jet .aircrait and 1s
locally censidered a reliable
person. At 4:40 p.m. on May
21, 1857, she became aware oi
an oval or round object ap-
proaching in the sky from the
southeast, making a noise
“like a runaway power mow-
er.” She said it was travelling
”ju*:;'t above treetop level”, and

“seemed to bounce along slow-
ly, making this racket.” 1t was
metallic, “like a silver dollar”,
flat or flattish, and appeared
to be about six or seven feet
in diameter. Unique detail:
she described “a  stem, or
pipe. absut three feet long,
which seemed to be perforated
by a row of holes down its en-
tire length, sticking out of the
top.” When this object
reached a point almost direct-
ly overhead, it stopped—Ilike
the Roman object—and all
noise ceased. After a few mo-
ments, it resumed its course

\

\
o
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toward the northwest, but
now without any sound. It
was her impression that atter
proceeding for a few hundred
feet, it descended among some
pine trees, however, a dili-
gent search of the area the
next day revealed no traces.
She and her husband made
inquiries in the neighborhood,
but could find no one else
who had seen the object.

When a UFO is seen at very
close range, engine sounds of
some sort are usually heard.
The Lloyd Booth sighting
(FU, May) is an example; and
we will conclude this selection
with two further instances of
this type of report, We can-
not, of course, be positive that
these stories are veracious
ones; but it may be remarked
that the first is one of the
twelve cases chosen as “the
cream of the crop” by Project
Blue Book in its Special Re-
port #14 of 1955. We repro-
duce the Report’s account,
slightly condensed. The ob-
server’'s name was Bill
Squyres, and the place Pitts-
burg, Kansas.

“At 5:35 a.m. on August 25,
1952, a musician for a radio
station, driving to work, no-
ticed an object hovering about
ten feet above a field near the
road. As he came abreast of it,
he stopped his car and got out
to watch. Having an artificial
leg, he could not leave the
road, since the surrounding
terrain was rough; however,
the object was only about 100
yards from him, It was not ab-
Solutely still, but seemed to

rock slightly as it hovered.
When he turned off the mo-
tor of his car, he could hear a
deep throbbing sound coming
from the object. As he got
out of the car, it began a
vertical ascent, with a sound
similar to ‘a large covey of
quail all starting to fly at
one time’, and ascended ver-
tically through broken clouds
until out of sight. The ob-
server states that the vegeta-
tion was blown about by the
object when 1t was near the
ground.

“Description of the object:
It was about 75 feet long, 45
feet wide, and 15 feet thick,
shaped like two oval meat
platters placed together, It
was a dull aluminum color,
and had a smooth surface. A
medium-blue continuous light
shone through the one win-
dow in the {ront section.
Through this window the
head and shoulders of a man,
sitting motionless, were visi-
ble.

“In the midsection of the
ship were several windows
extending from the top to the
near edge; these had a blue
light, which gradually
changed to different shades.
There was a large amount of
activity and movement in the
midsection that could not be
identified as either human or
mechanical. There were no
windows, doors or portholes,
vents, seams, etc. visible to
the observer in the rear sec-
tion or underside of the ob-
ject, A series of propellers 6
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to 12 inches in diameter were
aced clossly toge 11+..,r along

t.ﬂe outer euge of t o.]ﬂci:,
these' propel 1 wWere
mounted on a brac };: t so that
they rotated in a horizental
plane. The propellers were
rotating at a high rate of
spee

“Investigation of the area

b

soon afterward showed some
evidence of vegetation being
blown around. Reliabili’ ty of
the oe*server was considered
gcod.”

On the evening of Sunday,
Oct. 25, 1653, at about 9:30
p.m., 16-year-old Jimmie Mil-
hgan of Santa Fe, New Mex-
ico was driving home from a
dance at the Young People’s
Fellowship when something
“came sailing in front of my
headlights, so close that -1
thought I was going to hit 1t.
It looked like a piece of met-
al blown acress the highway
by the wind. But then I re-
alized that there wasn’'t any
wind, I slammed on my brakes
and turned off the road to the
leit, where I saw it go. I got
out and went up close to it.
was setting in the brush at the
the side of the road. 1 just
had the light of the moon to
go by, but 1t looked scme-
thing like a beat-hull—or
like two boat hulls stuck
together. It was a gunmetal
color, sort of like a dull alum-
inum. I would say it was
about three feet high, and

ten feet long, and about five
fect acress.”

Taken aback by the weird-
ness of this h_l_ewﬂ'm zcable
object, j.nm*nm reached out to
touch it., At that moment, it
‘u:bﬁn roarin 12 and raised

: I up in tiie air a couple
; then it shot forward
gt f‘ﬂw ciimb toward Santa
Fe and was lost in the night,

t ¢ a sound like a wash-
ing-machine motor, but even
faster; or sort cof like a model
“*zplane engine, only not so
Iuﬂrn—p;tchcd There wasnt
any glow or spitting of fire.
There wasn’t any heat or
smell.”

“You should have seen him
when he came in the door”, his
mother said. “He was white
and shaky and he looked so
odd.” She said Jimmy had
never bzen known as overly
imaginative. He is a good stu-
dent, and “has never been es-
pecially interested in aircraft
or rocket-ships.” (Santa Ke
New Mexican, Nov. 3, 1953.)

These cases show similari-
ties, but they demonstrate
once more the incorrigible di~
versity of the flying saucers.
In cur next article we will
takke up an acoustic phenom-
enon that is strlhmgav con-

Stant 1n its manifestations—

the so-called “sky-quakes’—
and we will inquire to what
exient it can be linked with
the presence of unknown ob-
jects in the sky.





