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What is tl1e explanation for 

s t1·a.nge droning S-Oltnds made 

by many UFOs, speeiaJ.ly 
• 

when see11 at close1" range? 

• 

' ~ 

IN OUR LAS'"f ai"ticle 
(Ji,a11·tastic ·u r1iverse, Septe1n­
ber ), we presented a specu ... 
lative case .for the ·proposition 
that some U F Os may be a · 
kind of ·anin1al li fe ~ I-!ow-- ' 

eve14

, t11any· 1UFOs giv·e the 
itnp1·ession ·of being mechan­
ical C·onstr"uctions, ra t her 
tl1an ·1 iv·ing beings. "t1.\"' e now 
propose to exhibit some ex ... 
amples of nois·y UFOs, and 

. these mostly seem t o fall into 
the ''inecha11ical'' clas.s. 

l'liany writers on t he subject 
have point ed 0 1.tt tho_t a not ­
ab 1.e pecu liarit y of U F·o ph e­
nor.nena is t he silence of t l1e 

• . t . ., h ob3ec·ts' passage t .t1rou g n t e 
s l;::y. I·t is po£sible to ovet­
s tress t h is : in r:~any cases, as 

., t'¢ 1 • • t t '1Vl1en 11e 001ect is a a E"l4 ea 
~{ <....I 

distance or is seen f r orr1 the 
inside of a noisy airplane, th e 
obs61·ver could hardly l1ear 
any so11nds even .if they ex ... 
isted. /'1lso, the1·e is no·thing 
extraordinar)' about a UFOs 
silence if it is not tra~1eling 
at a very hig·h speecl. B11t 
th~re a.re n1a11y cases i·n which 

.. • . 1 1" • th1-s s1..1.ence i·ea.1y 1s (.:;xtraor-
dinary. U n1.ike a bt1l let, a me­
teor5 te, or 'anything else that 
we knoit·v of, a flying s.aucer 
can dal'·t a t su p~rsonic velocity 

T he R esea1·eli Section of Civilian Saucer Intell;igence now disc't.i.s.~es acoils­
t·ic, plienor;ne-na, ''soun-d.~ -in the sl-;y'', i-ri their fifth column on UFO si.ght­
ings and r~rts, writte'n specially for this mag azi'r'.A3. CSI 7;ublishes 
ft nevJslette'r a?id h;_c'-8 _ an extensi1;e file of 1nateria.l on th.e si1.,bject. 

' 
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througl1 our atn1csphere ''like 
a ghost," without provol{ing 
t11e screan1 of violently a:s­
placed air, as it ''ot1ght'' to. 
].\Jo one understands hov.1 tl1is 
appare11t viola.tion of pl1ysical 
la\JVS is bro11gl1t about, tr1ough 
t11ere l1a't"e b.ee11. a 11un1ber of 
atte;mpts to explain it; Lt. 
Plantier, for e::;{an1ple, ti~ies to 
sl1ov1 tl1at· a . ''propt1lsion fielti" 
wp11ld p1~od11ce t11e obse1·ved 
effect. (La P1·opulsion des 
Sou coupes l1r olan·te.'::, Editions 
Mame, Paris, 1955.) E'ren in 
the rare cases where sounds 
are heard to issue fror.1.'1 an ob­
served object, they are seldom 

~ . . 
aero-aynan11c n o 1 s e s as a 
rule, they migl1.t be described 
as ''jengin·e'' sounc1s. 

0£ course this ab11or1nal 
soundlessne,s·s at higl1 speed 
could b.e a,ccou11,ted £01~ if 

' 
wh·at is seen is not rea'lly a 
mate1 .. ial body at 'all., but only 
a moving spot of ligh·tJ lil~e 
tl1at frorn a searchligl1t, wl1icl1 
would nat:ttrally not disturb 
any air in its passage. Donald 
Menzel \vrote a very rea.dable 
h<?ok (Flying Sa11ce1·s, Har­
vard, 1953) inspired by thi·s 
idea, ru1d his views still have 
some ctirrency a1no.n·g t11ose 
Vvh·O don't look into the matter 
".,.ery tl2 oro11g,l1.ly. For e:ttample, 
\Ve fi11d· Le·ster del Rey wind ... 
ing up his lively at"ticle ''The 
Saucer My"'th'' (Fa.ntastic Uni­
verse, August) with the blithe 
assertion th.at ''n1ost of the ob .. 
jects could be caused by re­
fraction in the air; Menzel 
has demonstrated how this 
might work." 0 san·cta sim-

plicitas! Let us exam1J.1e the 
Air Force's f indi11g~ on the 
subjec·t in its Project Blue 
Bool{ Special Report ~/: 14. 
In Table Ps..-1, vve f ind that 
of t11e 3200 sigl1tings report­
ed in the period 1947-1952, 
the P1·oject's e~'{pert consttl .. 
tants (1·1.ardly saucer c11lti~ts) 
deerned only 1.8~~ to be rea­
sor.1abl;;.r explicable a.s ''light 
phencJme11a." Fu1"tl1e1.. com ... 
rr1e11t on this nai·ve co11jec­
ture s-ee1ns u.nnecessa.ry. 

UFOs that make noises are 
al1nost, thougl1 not quite, as 
uncommon as t11ose tl:-J.at can 
be explained away h)' Men-­
zel's theories. Even so, there 
are far more examples than 
V\'e have room to qt1ote. Read­
ers of Cl1arles Fort will recall 
that t11is feat11re turns up i11 a 
number of the nineteenth-cen .... 
tury cases 11e collected. We 

• 

v.1ill mention 011ly t11e ''l1ead .. 
J.ess m.onster'' (or co11stru.c­
tion). There are num,erous 
attachn1ents," that macle such 
a noise that it woke up the 
pastor of the !vi e t h o d i s t 
church of Crawfordsville, In­
dian?-, at 2 a.n1. on Sept. 5, 
1891 (p. 637, omnib·us edi­
tion). T11ere are nitmero.us 
others; am·ong the several ex­
amples of cigar-sha.ped b·odies 
ca1·1~ying lights whic'h Fort 
chronicles, the sound of a 
mot.or is menti·oned n1are 
than o·nce. 

Among the more recent ref­
erences, we have an a1bundance 

· of data. Tl1ree months before 
Kenneth Arnold's h i s to r i c 
sightin·g, the following re-

\ 
\ 

· . 
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markah~e observation had been 
made by J:vlary Sch-v~1arzl{opf 
of Woodla11d !:Ii11s, Califor­
nia, if vve may belie·~;e her -
letter printed in 17ate~ Octo--
her 1952. Here is her account, 
some\vl1at co11.c1ensed : 

''About 4 in the after11oon 
in late fvlarcl1 of 194·7, I v1as 
lookir1g out over t11e San F'er-
11a11do Valley f rorn the v1in­
dow of my l1ome. To the 
north1:x;est I saw something 
like a sc1uac.11·on of pla~1es, 
stretched ot1t in a "V' f ·0rma­
tion. Fi·o1n t11eir fl ll tter lng 
and t1nd11lating sort of flight, 
I thot!ght for a mo1nent t1·1at 
I was v'1atcni11g birds. How­
ever, t11es1e t11ings were fJ.asJ1-
ing like br~g1-1t al111~oinun1. 
Then they '\Teer·ed southward, 
to,va1·d my end of the valley. 
I was s·u1-p1 .. lsed to· see tl1at 
they \ve1~e 11.0t siivery af ·te1· 
all, b11t a d•.111 glo\vine- 1)ale 
gold. As t11ey drev:.; clo;;er, 
they seemed to be a})out as 
long as the fuse lage of a 
good-sized p1ane, a11d in p1·0-
f ile lool{ed about t11e sh2n~ of 

.\ 

a fuselage \vitho11t any v.-'" i.11.gs 
or tail, only ·sc~n1e'1~1hat th:iclr­
er a.t the ce11ter. The1·e \Vere 
at least eleven of the1n. I'd say 
they v1e1·en't go~~.1g rnor e than 
150 m.p.11., and -vt1ere 25CO to 
3000 feet up. I not iced they 
n1ad.e ~1 lcind of 11011.o"Vv c!at­
terin.g : clap, clop, cla1J, clop. 

''It appeare c1 as thoug l1 the 
object at tl1~ center of t he 'V' 
was to,ving t h e otl1ers, wl1ich 
were strung ot1t behind it, al­
though I cou1cl not se~ t11at 
they were tied in any way. I 

cou1d 11ot discern any open­
i11gs, landing gear, 014 e~l1aust. 
If a11yone rides in t11e t11ings 
I dor1't know how they keep 
from getting seasic!r because 
the ones I savv s-r~"1u11g f ro11.1 
side to side just lil~e a top 
does when i·t is c1~0t1t to s·top 

• • sp::nn1,11.g. 
''I vva·tched them ur1til they 

disa1)peared behind tt1e l1ifth 
-- 0 

hill to n1y rig11t. 
''It \Va3 not until June 24th, 

1 ..... r • /\ 11' w11e11 .i. .:..(;nnetn .rxrno c s sto1·y 
came ot1·t, t11at ~ be?.:an to l1a,Te 
some i~.ca of \r1}1at I'd vvatcl1ed 
in bl iss:f l.tl igno!"ance." 

T11e wa ... v-erinP- flip-l1t noted 
h 

. c ._, 

ere 1s higl1ly cl1ara~ ·teristic; 
the sound desc1·ibed, ho·vve11er, 
seems to lJe t1n1 c! ue. 1-l. more 
''typical'' exam.u1e was tle-

• i; 

scr1.bed three 31 ~ar~{ l;iter in a 
letter t0 CSI Pres ident J oh11 
Du Bar1·)7

, ,,-:.rho v-.;·a3 t~1en tl1e 
A . "". Ed. ,. ,..., :1al~. 011 1 - it~r or :t .rize mag-
az1n.e; the vvrr1ter "vvas l\1a.jor 
Herbert Vv. 1"'a-Ylor of tr1e 
AiAmy s :g:1al Co-1·ps Reserve, 
v1l10 li\1 =d in C!ar~csb1,1rg, Cal­
ifornia. I-Iis letter is 3omew11at 
condensed: 

'

60n 1'1Iarch 13, 1950, at 5 :00 
a~m., I w,n~ awal~ened by the 
unust1a1 sound of a r.."1otor. rr"lh. 1 • 
1 £ inti: !nz our \-:1asl1er mt1st 
11a\.1 e t11rncd on, I aro:,c to i11-

\.7estiga ·te. F i 11 d i n ~ notl1ing 
• • ... J 

amiss 1n t l1e la·L1;1d1·y room, I 
star·tecl to,)"1a1·d the ga:carre "to 

1 1 0 

c.=.1ec 1~ 011r v111ater p11m p . On 
open111g the baclt doo1-, I saw 
a trcn~e~1clous light i:n. the 
back ya1·d ancl v1as cer tain tne 
sou1"!1 ac ·..: ompanied i t . 

''I hurried to waken my 
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wife, asl-{ing her ·- to come 
quicl;:l_y 'to see the flying sau .. 
cer e\.,.eryone is tall{ing al:rout.' 
U:r.1.ti l this ti1n·e, neitl1er of us 
l1acl bel~ eved tl1ere were ai1y 
flying discs9 ·-- as l1acl been re­
ported .. SJ1e i1n.1nedia.tely fol­
lovved Jl11e, e~~pecting to see 
so111e little sll·ver 6tl1.ing' float ... 
ing i:1L1 tl1e air. She also 11eard 
tl1e lot:!d r1oise of d1-011ir1g 
motors, btit did 11ot t11i11l~ t b.e 
sound 1/i,"'as con11ected \vith the 
phe11on1.e11on she ~ .. vas about to 
see. 

''What we saw, lool{ing into 
tr1e sl{y from our back porch 
doorway, v-vas botl1 alna·zing 
and a·vv-e-inspiri11g. 1 As we 
looked out, a tremendous or­
a11ge-cast object, as brilliant 
as light can be, was coming at 
a fast pace tovv.ard the earth. 
T11e cl.toning increased in vol "'I 
ume as it can1e closer. The o·b· 
ject's pos~tion ~vas easterly, 
sligl1tly left of the v"ani11g 
moo11. After several seconds, 
or perhaps a miin·ute or two, it 
see1ned to · 11ang si1spended in 
the air an cl l1overed ""Ti tl1. a 
slight stvaying motion f ro·m 
left to right. It continued to 
hover for fifteen or t':venty 
minutes, du14 ing which the 
sound remained constantly the 
same. 

''Tl1ey sky was c}o,udless, 
·dark, and sta:r~stttdded. The 
O'bject \Vas p er.fectly · sill101 .. 1-

e.tted against tl1.is background 
and seemed· to be saucer­
sha ped. Its edges were smooth 
and its surface \Vas unmarl<ed .. 
It ca.st no 1cays of light or re-

• 
• 

• . . 

• 

flection -/ it \Vas just a solid, 
brilliant mass. The1·e \;""as n·o 

• • accon1,pany1ng vapor or m1st. 
VVe \1\latcl1ed astounded, not 
l~no"Vving v1l1at to expect. 

''At the end of fifteen or 
twent)' minutes, t11e object 
ceased l1overi11g a11d s·1:a14 ted 
b;;1cl~ i11 tlJ.e direc·tion fron1 
V'?l1ich i't r1ad cor11e·... th:..s it 
1~eceded, at tl1e s~.L1e speed as 

~ 

its desce11t, the d!ioning-n1o·t·o1· 
sountl .dimi11isl1ed as did the 
size of the dis·c. 

''I . ·b1 • t was imposs1 _ie to esti-
mate the size of tl1e disc, as 
we were unaible to determine 
its distance. At its nearest 
point, tl1e object looked a·bout 
one-half the size of the moon, 
vvhicl1 on that m ·or11i112: was 

•..:::.-

one --q. u art er ful l . Vv e cJ1.ecked 
the tin1e wl1en vve cot1ld no 
longer see any ·t1-.a.ce of t he ob ... 
ject in t11e sl<y .. It was e'{actly 
5 :30 a.n1. (PST).'' 

Sometl1ing like tl1is W'lS 

seen and hea1-d again over 
Camp Drum (n_ear \Vater­
town, ~J. Y~) on the nigl1t of 
Sept:ember 25_, 1952, according 
to Ken1'1etl1. Bangl1art's news 
broadcast tl1e follov11ing eve--
11ing : mar1y soldiers \vatched a 
20 ... foot disc wi t11 red ''e2{l1aust 

, flame'' tl1at cit~cled and hov­
ered o-,:1er the base for l1alf an 
h 1' • h. . . ou.r, ma1:;:111g a w v.n1ng noise 
''like a dyr1am,oo'' · 

Bt1t t1r1ese are night-tiri1e 
o·bservatio11s; more can be 
seen by daylight. At 7 .a. n1. on 
:r,1arcI1 29th., 1950, t'vo real .. 

' l f. 1 • estate sa .. esr.aen 1snJ.ng o·n 
I\'farrowbone Lake, near J.\Tas·l1-

• • 

' 
\ 
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ville, Tennessee, were sta1·­
tled by a g 1·01_tp of darlt ob­
jects that whined 0 \ 7 erbead. 
According to the I'f asl1vil!e 
Tennesseean of l\iarch 30, D. 
C. Whiteside, Z212 IJind ell 
Avenue, and Howard T. v•vil­
liams, 312 East Tl1ompson 
Lane, sa\v '.1,between six at1d 
12 da1·k objects abou1.: five 
feet long'' fly overhead and 
pass behind a hill about 7 a. 
m. T11e sky was overcas t at 
the time. 

''I heard then1 first," 
Whiteside said. ' 'The n oise 
·was like t11e wind bl0Vt1;.n g 
thr ou gh the t ree:,. T11ey w ere 
about the size of a 300-po1..in d ... 
bom}J, a nd l1a.d no 1notor, btn 
but thcJ' w e1·e t raveling fast er 
than anj' ai 1~p1a.n e I .e"":tcr saw. 
They were f a i1·ly clo·se t og;et h ­
er, and they all turn~d to­
g ether.' ' 

' ' I was bait ing m y hook," 
'l -xv ·· · · d 1 1 ''~'ITf v~ .1.! l .. ams ec .. a1·ect. v~ 1en I 
},ooked t1p, they \'1rere spli tt:i11g 
tr1e a ir open ri ?,11t a1)0-c1e my 
head. They v,"e1·e 20-0 to Jc~o 
f 1 • h ., ... cet n1 g- aaa ti-ave11n 9' at ...... 

least 500 n1il(~S an hour. 'l' l1e-:J , . 

\Vere blac~k, a·nd 1~011nd, ar1<3. 
h eav·y. ·vvh.i tes i <.le . sa.¥1 · t l1e 
same tl1i11g. I t 's st1·ange, bt1t a 
ma"l knows what he sees." 

The fisl1e1·men said the 
'' ,, d f "! sau cers appear e rorn ·t11e 
sou theas t, tured into the V\'est, 
and disappe~red in a matter of 
seconds behind t he h ills en ... 
clos ing the lake, all t !1e -vvhi1e 
losing alt it u de st e·adi1y. Tl1e 
men left t he lake at once a11d 
reporte<l their experience t o 
James W. Davis, lake super-

. . 

i n t e n d e n t. ''T·l1ey . \ve1·e 
sca1·ed," he said. ''One of them 
told me it made his hair 
stand on end.'' 

Spokes1nen at Sewart Air 
Force Base said the objects 
could not have b een j e t planes, 
which n e1,:·er fly t11at lo\;l/ over 
this part c).f tl1c country, es­
pecia lly tlnder an ove1·cast 
sky. 

A ·unique descr ipt ion of a - ~ 

noisy UFO ~1:is given on 
Pipril 26, 1954 by Russell :rv1.. 
P eirc e, an a rchitect of 55 
Plea: ar1t St., N e':r;buryport, 
M ass. At about 3 :3'J p.m. he 
' ¥as standinp- 01ltside the local 

c.> 

h igh school, talking wit 11 tv10 
f r ien ds. fill st1dder1iy h ea1·d 
' !a very loud, d 'eep r oar, lil?:e 
n1any heavy-dut y trt1ck n1otors 
·a l l r evving· up at the same 

• ,, 1\ I P . - 1 1 . d t 1m~. J.'t r . . _ e11 cc 1ooi'e t 1 p 
d ,: - .!: ~ • . ,, b 

a11 sa-:,:'"if a l.~a111 1 11g r ing , ic=: -
t vt1Cen w hitish a nd fla~e ·CO lor, 
n1ovi11g dow 11,;:;ard ant.1 to t he 

• t. h" 1 . 1 1 r~ er 't - O" 1 1 n ~ --~ [:" sout '1 e;:)---t-e-n 
..I. ~ ..l .1. ' ! b . ... " I.. J. \ - ! - c ... t> '" .l . 
1 A ·1 b . ~ 1· f S ~~ -y sma l r i 0- ~. t c -: <:' .- o· - 'l.. • ,i - ... ... ' ~ - t:' .:. - .l. .... ..., 

the S2.!ne color as t11e r ing v~1as 
l: n ~ : c1 e i· J_ + " .. , ,.. 11 ~ n o· 1· t- s 1 ov'fl:., 0 .. 4 

•J .~ ._ ' t. ' <.. v L ~ '-'... . , J. b " • •t ' · .l 

1 ~f·· q11"'.'\ti ~ · ~r-J.. ';T1
"'1':\ ren~-..... ; 1~;i ... r ~ ~ -~ t: u. '"~1; l ~,:, ti. t.. ...A,. ! l. ~ ~ .. . .Pa. ,.,. 1.._~ •• :: 

of the cer1ter t') f t11e i~ing r.tp -
p ··· ·· 1 ...: e r, · ·c1 

?. ., l ... ' ' I-·r 0 11 ° --1 t 1 ·1 ::i. i· · ·11 c (; . .1. ' u .... t. - ~ ....... ,~ . ..e. \~ ... +;.;t \ .. l. "'' 1l '""" ' .1: ~ 

pression that t11t~ object \~1as 
several r~1iles distant f1·om 
h~1n ' $'f'i-1 en +he ob1· ~c1· "' 0en""e~ J. ~ • ..1. ... - J. .... :... ._ ... ..., ..., .... .l \..l -
to stop, v;a't1er, an.cl 'skid -

d' r r d r arou n ~or a 1 .ci.-,xy C"',..~ ........ o.r-\ t.' ~r ... 
.i .:. ... ..., ( 'I • ) - "'"' - .I. ... ~ ' .,... 

t er which i t went sl1arpl~t u1)­
v1ard and to tl1e r ig11·t, disap­
pear .ing f rom sight ver}1 quick­
ly . I t did not d ec;ease much 
in size, rat her jus t f .aded out 
of siP-ht. ·At t·l1e same tirne the 
appearanc:e cha11ged to t hat of 
a solid, slivery-colore·d d isc. 
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T11e size appeared sligl1tly 
smaller th.an a ft1ll m10011." The 
sound vvas l1ea.rd by n1.a1'1)7 o:th ... 
ers; irtcluding th.e 11igl1 scl1ool. 
·tr·ua11.t officer, :vvl1.o loo;l{ecl· out 
t 0 0. 1 a· A- .t:ll to c::' ,-:.:. p "1- l1 e I T -n-,f') • 1· t ~ l , ,,. .. ...... \.~ ~,,., "-' l. ":" , _, . #,.. • .; "- ' .~ ...... 

la~ted abo11 t f i1"1e secor1.ds., and 
• 

tl1.e obj.ect vv"as ii1 \ r i ew for 
.about tvventv. l\/fr. Peirce l1as -
e'rcellen:t dis tance vision~ and , 

is co11side'red a r't.~1ia.lry; 1, e 'lvit- · 
11~ss. (I\J e"'V'..rl)11 rypo1~t i.V c ~x.r s, 
April 3.0, a·ncl . personal letter 
from ntir. }':>eirce .. ) 

'A \viqely-,publ.icized UF~O, 
·seen by ten.s of t11·ausa11c1f.;~ vvra.s 
the '~half-cigar'' that flew o,,;er 
Ro1ne, Italy in tl1e ea.r 1 y e~re- . 
nin.g of September 18, 195~·. 
Michaei Cl1:ini·go, INS co1:re~i 
ponde.nt ,in Ro1ne, was on.e of 
the· eye-. and ear -wi t i1es.ses ! -

''Wl1·at attr,acted my atten-
tion ~"'~as the strange sot1nd the 
object emitted as i't passed · 
ove1·head'', wriote Chinigo (1•I. 
Y. Jou r n a J-.4me1·ican, Sept_ 
19.) ''Previous reports of fly-

-ing saucers have describ'ed 
. them as emiittin.g 110 soi1nd. 
The sound from this o·bject 
was not ·lilce the wl1ine of a 
jet or the droni11g of an ordi .... 
nary p1ane. Ratl1er it "' 1as like 
approaching thiu.nder, bt1.t with 
a sta.ccato effect.: a seri-es of 

' ' ' 

explosi011s t11at gre,;v louder as 
tl1.e objec·t go.t clos·er. Tl1is v1as 
f ollovvred by cl,ead silence as 
tl1e ''tlJit1g''. stopped, apparent-· 

, J·y .at a . he~ght of about sooo .. 
6000 f e.et~ · 

'·' Afte,r sevel"al mit:it1tes,, it 
. I . 

s·udclenly shot ttpward. l t ·\vent 
str.aight up vertically ii1to ~he 
sl{:y,. 1(faving an exhaµst ,'trail' 
of milky wliit·e s.m.ok.e. The air 

' 

was pe1--f e·ctly stil.1, and the 
s1noke r ·emained in a v·ertical 
t'l~(}. i.1. . -

' 

· '~To me its shape .see.r11ed· 
like a 11 ir1verted sa~vJed-off 
C 0 , . .:., "' e 

'J_i.. ,!: ~"'· , 

' ' rJn"! d + ,1..." t C.,. • 11e ra . a.r s~at.1or1 a . ·1am-
. pio Airport (Ror11.c;) said that 

t r1e -objt~.ct regis,terect 011 their 
sc1~.~~E:ns' for a total of 39 ·min-
·1 -i·e:·~ ' ' t. t D . 

~4 1 f 1 l1e most recent exan1p1e o . 
''.,.J V Q . '' :t ~ • • a, .r..·! g enie sounas, ci.S this 1s 
\Vrit ·~e11, co111es to us in a le·t ­
te1" fro111 ~UFO resea1~cher .Jitn 
I';lic .. t-'i.sl1a11 of I(11o''"ville, Tenn­
et~see. The witness, a 35-year­
oJ. d \\ro1nan. living s.ome ten 
miles from Knox vi 11 e, re-

1 - • Cb ~ £ questea ano.n.y1n.1t)T. h)·.1. e is i.a-
.... . • h • • . r d • rn111a .. r wit . Jet ~a1rcr·axt ·a11 1s · 

loc,a.Ily con.sidered a · reliab.le 
Pe..,~~on A· t 4 ·4·0 p m· on J\l!\"1ay . l ·i:'..:l • • , ..;_ " · • · ! lV· · 

21, 1957, sl1e b.ecan1e avifa.re o.f . 
a.x1 oval or rot1n·d . ob·ject ap .. 
proaching in the sl(y f1·01n the 
southeast, n1aking a noise 
'

61ike a runavv-ay povJer mo·w ... 
er .. " She said it 'vas travelling 

c " 

' 'just a~bove treetop level'', and 
'

6seemed to bot111ce along slow ... 
·1y, 1naking this ra.c·ket.'' It VJ..as 
metallic, ''like a. silver do)lar'', 
flat or "fla.ttish, and a.ppeare.d 
to be ·about six or· seve11 :feet 
.i11 dian1eter. U niq11e det.ail: 
sr1e desc1·ibed ''a .s·terh, o.r 
pipe!' alJ<t>u:t ~hre.e fe.et lo-ng, 
which seemed to b;e pe1·forated 
by a row of 11.oles dov1n its.en­
t.ire length, stick·ing out. of ti1e 
top.'' ·When this o h j e ~· t 
:reached .a point alm·ost direct­
ly ov,erhe_~d, 1t · stoppe·d ; ·· like 
the Roman obj,ect and all 
n:o·ise cease.d.. After .a f e:vv mo'"' 
m,6'1ts, it .resumed. its co,urse 

~ ' 

, 
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t.oward t,he northvvest, but 
now without any sound. It 
was her impression that a.fter 
proceeding for a few h 1undred 
feet, it descended among some 
pine trees, ho\.vever, a dili­
gent search of the area the 
next day revealed no traces. 
She and her ht1sbar1d made 
inquiries in the neighborhood, 
but could f ir1d no one else 
who had seen the object. 

When a UFO is seen at very 
close range, engine sounds of 
some sort are usually hea1·d. 
The Lloyd Booth sighting 
(FU, May) is an example; and 
we will co11clude this selection 
with two further instances of 
this type of report. We can­
not, of course, be .positive that 
these stories are veracious 
ones; but it may be remarked 
that the first is one of the 
twelve cases chosen as ''the 
cream of the crop'' by Project 
Blue Book in its S1)ecial Re­
port #14 of 1955. vVe repro­
duce the Report's account, 
slightly condensed. The ob ... 
server's name was Bill 
Squyres, and the place Pitts­
burg!' Kansas . 

''At 5 :35 a.m. on August 25, 
1952, a musician for a radio 
sta~ion, driving to wo14 k , no­
ticed an object hovering about 
ten f eet above a field near the 
roa-d. As he came abreast of it, 
hre stopped his car and got out 
to watch. Having an art if icial 
leg, he could not leave the 
road, sinee the surroun<ling 
t~rrain was rough; however, 
the object was only about 100 
yards from l1im. It was not ab­
solutely st·ill1 but seemed to 

~. -

rock slightly as it hovered. 
Wl1en he turned off the mo­
tor of his car, he coi1ld l1ear a 
deep tl1robbing sottnd con1ing 
from the object. As 11e got 
out of the car, it began a 
vertical ascent, with a sound 
similar to 'a la14 ge covey of 
quail all starting to fly at 
one time', and ascen·ded ver­
tically th.rough broken clouds 
tintil out of sight. The ob­
server states that the vegeta­
tion was blown about by the 
object when it was near the 
gro-und. 

''Description of the object:· 
It was about 75 feet long, 45 
feet wide, and 15 feet thick, 
shaped like two oval m'!at 
platters placed togetr1er. It 
was a dull aluminum color, 
and had a smiooth surface. A 
medium-blue continuous light 
shone through the one win­
.dow in the front section. 
Through this window the 
hea.d and shoulders of a man, 
sitting motionless, were visi­
ble. 

''In the midsection of the 
ship were several wi11d.ows 
extending from the top to the 
near edge; these had a blue 
light, which g rad u a 11 y 
changed to different shades. 
There was a large amount of 
activity and mov-ement in the 
midsection that could not be 
identified as either human or 
mechanical. There were no 
windows, doors or portholes, 
vents, seams, etc. visible to 
the observer in the rear sec­
tion or underside of the ob­
ject. A series of propellers 6 



• 

88 

to 12 ii1ches in dian1eter v,·ere 
spaced clos:!ly together along 
the ot1ter e:!ge of the object; 
these pr ope 1 le rs vv-ere 
n1ou11ted on •.l bracl<e·t so that 
t r1ey rotater4l in a 1101 .. iz-ontal 
plane. '"J~l1e propellers ,~1ere 
rotating at a higl1 rate of 
spee<l. 

6'Inv~stigation of tl1e o.rea 
soo;:i af te1·\\!a:·d sl10"~-Te 1 son1e 
e"(:'~ ,.1_,.,,1"!r·c 0£ .. v··':'g°'~? ... cion l"•.t:"oin rr v ... \,.IJ, ,, ~ ... "' .L "" '-- ... <;.<:. .. ' J J.,... - . b 

blo\•111. aroun.d. Relia~Ji]i1:y of 
the observer was conside1·ed 
good." 

On tl1e eve11ing of Sl.tnday, 
Oct. 25, 1953, at about 9 :30 
p.m., 16-year-old Jimmie ~\l!il­
ligan of Santa Fe, f'1 ew Mex­
ico was driving home f rem a 
dance at the Young People's 
Fellov;ship when sometl1ing 
''came sailing in f1·ont of my 
headligl1ts, so close that · I 
thought I was going to hit it. 
It lool<:ed like a piece of met­
al blown across tl1e 11igl1~nay 
by the wi11d. But the11. I re­
alized that there wasn't a11y 
wind. I slammed on n1y b1·al{es 
and turned off the road to the 
left, wl1ere I saw it go. I got 
out and went up close to it. 
was setting in tl1e brush at tl1e 
the side of tl1e road. I just 
had tl1e light of the moon to 
go by, but it lool{ed some­
thing lilte a boat-l1u:tl-- ·or 
like two boat hulls stuck 
together. It v1as a g11r11netal 
color, sort of like a <lull alu1n-
. I 1d · 1num.. wot1.~. say- 1t vvas 
about three feet high, and 

te11 feet lon. e-., and about five ..... , 
f e~ t ac1·("Ss." 

Tak,en ab.ack by tl1e weird .. 
n~::'"" 0 .c t l,., is u~.., i"e c 0 ar'1 ~ ,, , ... :able ... ,!..;) J. ... .£.~... _ ... _ b .. 1· • .....,ti,.;; 

object, J"im!n1ie reacl1e<l ottt to 
toucl1 it. At tr1'°1·t n1orne11t? i t 
' 'b~g~n ruari11g, and raised 
s·tr·a.1 g1-1·r: t1 p iir tf·le air a CfJU I)lc 
of feet''; then it shot {01~-V\~211 .. d 
i11 a stee1) clirab toward Sa11 ta 
I-i"'c and vTas lost i,1 the 111gl1t. 
' It r:.1aci e 2_ sou!:d lilre a "'-=;ash­
irJ g · n1ac~1ine rr1oto1-, but even 
f~l.ster; or so1·t cf iil~e a rn.odel 
a:1·plane e!1gine, only not so 
l1igh-pitched. T 11 ere '\lvasn't 
ar1y glow or spi·tt ing of fire. 
Tl1er·e wasn't an.y heat or 
smell." 

''You sl-1ould have seen hi1n 
wl1en l1e came i1'1 the door~' , l1is 
n1otl1er said. ''He was v1hite 
ai1d sha!{y and he lool,ed so 
odd." She said Jim.rny had 
i1ever been kr1own as overly 
imaginative. He is a good stu­
dent, and ''has ne\.·er been es­
pecially interested i ii. aircraft 
o,r i 4 ocket-ships.'' (Sa11ta Fe 
New li1 exz-ca.n, r-~ o''· 3, 1953.) 

These cases sl1ovv si1-rJilari­
ties, btlt they dc1no11strate 
once 1nore t·he incor1·igs."l>!e di .. 
1rer.'Sity of the f Jy.ing sraucers. 
In cur next article we will 
ta1:e up a!l acoustic phenom­
enon th.at is st1-ilti11g1y con .. 
stant in its man1.fes·tations­
the so-called ''~~l>.:y-qt1a!{es~'­
and Vt1e \;a'Jill inqtti.rc to w l1at 
ex, ~ ·en t it can be linl~ed with 
t11e . pr:esence of t1nl(nown ob­
jects in the sky . 




